Somerset County Probation/Community Service

Litter Abatement Program
Somerset County, through the Clean Communities grant, has funded the Probation/Community Service litter abatement project since 1998.  This program has proven to be beneficial to community service workers, probation officers and the community.   The joint venture has allowed individuals sentenced to community service the opportunity to contribute positively to the community and provided the court an additional sentencing alternative. 

A Clean Communities grant pays for probation officers to oversee the community services workers on weekends providing litter cleanups each year from May through October.  The grant also covers the cost of supplies to the group: clear bags for recyclables, black bags for trash and work gloves.  The Somerset County Road Division picks up and properly disposes of all recycling and trash.

Over the past ten years, community service participants have picked up approximately 56,000 pounds of litter on county roadways. In 2007, community service workers collected 7,000 lbs of trash.

This program has also provided a positive interaction between state (Judiciary – Probation) and county (Solid Waste) agencies for the benefit of the community.

Contact Information:

Somerset County Probation Department

John Higgins, Chief Probation Officer 

Somerset County Courthouse

Somerville, NJ 08876

Phone #: 908-231-7112   Fax#: 908-575-9497

E-mail:  John.Higgins@judiciary.state.nj.us
