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Litter Cleanups Overview






As part of your Clean Communities Program, every municipality and county must have a litter cleanup program.  This program may contain one or more of the following types of cleanup events:

1. Mini-grant Program  
2. Volunteer Adopt a ...  Program (Adopt a Road, Adopt a Trail, Adopt a Waterway, Adopt a Spot, etc.)

3. One Day Cleanup Event 
4. Alternate Labor (Inmate Cleanup)

Keep in mind the following tips for a successful cleanup program:
· Enlist the help of others including youth programs, church groups, police, community development corporations, and public officials.

· Match your cleanup location to the age and ability of your participants, i.e. do not have young children cleaning a busy road.

· Make sure you have enough supplies (gloves, bags) for everyone.

· Hold a short meeting before the cleanup so that everyone knows the safety rules and what is expected of them.

There are a few organizations that you may wish to contact to ask for assistance with specific cleanups.  

Clean Ocean Action has an extensive website www.cleanoceanaction.org with information and tips for doing beach cleanups.  They sponsor two beach cleanups per year that you may wish to join.  They also have education programs and information on storm drain stenciling.  

The New Jersey Watershed Ambassadors Program is a community-oriented AmeriCorps environmental program designed to raise awareness about watershed issues in New Jersey. Through this program, AmeriCorps members are placed in watershed management areas across the state to serve their local communities. Visit their website at www.nj.gov/dep/wms/bear/americorps.htm  to learn more about this program.

     [image: image1.wmf][image: image3.jpg]



